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· COURSE DESCRIPTION:
World Thinkers aims to study some chosen thinkers who escaped crucifixion, burning or imprisonment, and who sometimes did not. We will discuss their life stories, what they thought, what they lived through, what they achieved, and even what they did not achieve, for there are times when their failures are as important and valuable to us as their achievements. We have chosen to study not professional philosophers, although there are times when they come in handy, but intellectual leaders of human civilization: Scientists, artists, authors, musicians… 
· COURSE AIM AND OBJECTIVES:
The overall aim of this course is to develop students’ critical understanding of what some chosen thinkers from the Age of Enlightenment to the present time think about certain prevailing themes like educational philosophy, evolution and nature, belief/faith and morals, sexuality and women’s rights.
Students will be able to

read and intelligently discuss chosen texts.


recognize and evaluate ideas that form the basis of our ailing civilization.


understand that old ideas are not necessarily dead.
· COURSE MATERIAL: 
The textbook I have already prepared and submitted will be used throughout the semester. In the first half of the semester we will study the points of view of some modern thinkers about the subjects mentioned before. For the second half I have chosen four brilliant minds that have shaped our world:

Friedrich Nietzsche (1844 – 1900), G. Bernard Shaw (1856 – 1950), Bertrand Russell (1872 – 1970), and Albert Einstein (1879 – 1955).
· GRADING: 
	90 - 100
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	75 - 79
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	50 - 59
	0 - 49

	AA
	BA
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	CB
	CC
	DC
	DD
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· Quizzes:
10%
· Presentation
05%
· Term paper:
15%
· Midterm
30%
· Final
40%
· REMINDERS
· Term paper:

· Turnitin submission is required for the term paper.
· If you fail to upload your paper to turnitin.com, it will not be graded. You will receive 0 (zero) out of 15 for the term paper.
· Final Exam: You will not be given a make-up for the final exam unless you have an official medical report. Not taking the final exam will result in an NA grade.
· ATTENDANCE

You are allowed 9 hours of absence. You will get an NA grade if you exceed this limit.

It is your own responsibility to catch up with the class and make up for any work done during your absence.

· ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
You have to keep away from unethical practices. Students who engage in unethical practices; who cheat in examinations, papers, essays or any other assessable work; and who conspire with others to procure such a result will become subject to disciplinary procedures.
If turnitin.com detects plagiarism in your term paper, you will be penalized based on the plagiarism policy of Department of Modern Languages.
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